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NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [3.06 pm]: I am pleased to 
formally advise the house that the state government and the commonwealth government have reached agreement 
on Western Australia joining the National Disability Insurance Scheme. Through extensive negotiations with the 
Prime Minister, we have secured an agreement that will bring increased funding to Western Australia and to 
people with disabilities in need of services and supports. The Western Australian government has consistently 
supported the introduction of a National Disability Insurance Scheme. This agreement represents the next step in 
that commitment. For the past 18 months we have been advocating for the commonwealth government to 
support and provide funding for the rollout of the My Way model, and this has now been achieved. Although our 
firm stand has been questioned, we have been successful in achieving an excellent outcome for Western 
Australia. 

We will continue to develop the My Way model that focuses on the very best of what the WA system offers, 
whilst ensuring consistency with the key elements of the national DisabilityCare Australia scheme around 
eligibility, levels of support, assessment and portability. We will also examine how the commonwealth’s 
disability reform model works in a Western Australian context to assist with progressing this important national 
reform. We will benefit and learn from both approaches during the two-year launch period. Agreement has also 
been reached on cost sharing and to open and transparent sharing of information about the operations of both 
launches. 

The commonwealth has given us a good hearing and has acknowledged that the Western Australian approach 
has real merits for the national scheme, and that key aspects of our existing arrangements, such as our local area 
coordinator model are an important part of both arrangements. At this stage, it is expected that approximately 
8 400 people will be eligible to participate through a phased roll-in over two years. The My Way approach will 
be progressed with additional funding from both governments in the lower south west from 1 July 2014 and in 
Cockburn and Kwinana from 1 July 2015. In parallel, the DisabilityCare Australia model will be trialled in the 
Perth hills, commencing from 1 July 2014. An independent evaluation will identify the best features of each 
approach to inform the design and implementation of the national scheme into the future. 

This is an excellent outcome for Western Australians with disabilities. A bipartisan approach, with a mix of 
launch sites, means we will be able to draw the best from both approaches for the benefit of Western Australians 
and people across the country. This agreement marks the next phase in developing the future disability system 
for Western Australia and the rest of the country. I am sure both sides of the house acknowledge the importance 
of WA’s participation in the NDIS and, with me, look forward to a better future for people with disabilities. 
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